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SOCIOLOGY 2077: Environment and Society 
 

SUMMER 2017  
Online Course 

 
Instructor: Elizabeth Bittel  
Email: elizabeth.bittel@colorado.edu  
Skype: I will be teaching this course from India! As such, I am available to communicate by 
Skype, but not by phone. If you would like to set up a Skype meeting, please contact me via 
email to set up a time (remember that due to the time zone difference, we will have to be 
thoughtful to both parties when we set up a time to chat; ALL DUE DATES AND COURSE 
RELATED DATES ARE ACCORDING TO MOUTAIN STANDARD TIME – BOULDER 
TIME. 
 

Communication Policies: I will do my best to respond to all emails within 24 hours during the 

week and by Monday for emails received over the weekend. If you have waited within the 

described timeline, and have not heard back from me, please re-send your email (this is not 

rude!), likely – if I have not responded, I have missed your email. Please be sure to read the 

course news items on D2L regularly, as answers to your questions may reside there. If you ask a 

question that is answered in the syllabus, schedule, or news items, I may respond with just the 

word “syllabus” etc. 
 

Instructor Bio: Elizabeth is a PhD student in the Sociology Department at CU Boulder. Her 

work focuses on two broad areas of environmental sociology – the social dimensions of 

disasters and hazards, and environmental justice. She is from South Florida, and moved to 

Colorado to start graduate school in 2011. She conducts her dissertation research in Sri Lanka 

on long-term recovery of communities in the east coast from the 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami. 

She is also a co-director of a non-profit in Denver called “Girls Rock Denver” – a female-

centric (and gender non-conforming inclusive) rock and roll summer camp. This summer, 

Elizabeth will be teaching the course from India, where she is studying Tamil with at the 

American Institute for Indian Studies in Madurai, Tamil Nadu. 
 

Support and Technical Information: If you have questions about D2L (Desire 2 Learn) or 

other general technological issues, please contact ITS at (303) 735-4357. 

 

Course Description: The world will not evolve past its current state of crisis by using the 

same thinking that created the situation. – Albert Einstein 

This course examines the relationship between human societies and the natural world. 

A key component of understanding and addressing environmental problems lies in our ability 

to look closely at the values we hold as individuals and as a society. In understanding how 

these values manifest in the environmental problems we now face, we can begin to address the 

"root of the problem" and work more effectively for long-term change in this area. 

Few, if any individuals or societies would claim that they want anything less than a clean, 

healthy environment for themselves, their children, and future generations. Yet if we look at the 

current state of air quality, water quality, damage to the ozone layer, the growing scientific 

evidence for global warming, and our increased use of disposable products and low-mileage 
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vehicles, we have to ask why there is such a ‘disconnect’ between the environmental quality we 

say we want, and the current state of the environment. 

As sociology is a discipline that examines the world from a 'larger picture' perspective, 

understanding the natural environment from a sociological perspective entails looking closely at 

what we value collectively and individually, and the decisions and policies that result from those 

values. A sociological perspective on the environment also looks at the reciprocal relationship 

between humans and their environment – how individuals and societies affect both the natural 

and built environments, as well as the impacts of these environments on human communities. 

This interaction is at the heart of the study of environmental sociology. 

Social scientists, in general, and sociologists, in particular, believe that effective change 

in any part of the social world (in this case, addressing environmental problems) cannot happen 

without an in-depth understanding of the individual and social beliefs, values, and actions that 

create and shape our relationship with the natural world. Our attitudes toward the land, and plant 

and animal species, are intimately connected to the health or ill health of our physical 

environment. 

 

Learning Objectives: In order to explore the reciprocal relationship between humans and their 

environment, this course has been designed with specific learning objectives to help you 

develop an in-depth understanding in these areas. Completion of this course will allow you to: 

Describe basic sociological perspectives, and how these perspectives apply to our relationship 

with the built and natural environments.  
• Knowledge 

o Identify patterns of social organization and their impacts on resource use. 
o Identify key environmental policies guiding both conservation and development.  

• Comprehension 
o Be able to discuss current literature in the field of environmental sociology. 
o Describe the role of technology in environmental problems.  

• Application  
o Apply the key course concepts to current events via online discussion. 
o Illustrate an understanding of waste and consumption practices by critically examining personal 

experiences.  
• Analysis  

o Critically examine the relationship of consumption patterns to existing environmental problems. 
o Differentiate between various ideologies related to the conceptualization of “environment.”   

• Synthesis 
o Relate your own experiences of environment to wider cultural ideologies. 
o Synthesize various theories of environment/society interactions and critique them.  

• Evaluation 
o Assess the impact of the built and natural environments on human behavior, social organizations, 

and social movements. 
o Compare and contrast historical patterns of land use and their impacts on low-income and 

minority populations. 

Required Text: An Invitation to Environmental Sociology. Ed. 4. 2011. Michael Mayerfeld Bell. 

(Listed in the Course Schedule as “Bell Ch. __”) 

• Additional readings: All additional readings will be supplied on D2L. It is your 

responsibility to make sure you can access the assigned readings that are on D2L in a timely 

manner. The course schedule is a living document, and may be changed throughout the 
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semester. Any updates to the Course Schedule will be made apparent both via email and 

through D2L news updates. 

• Films: There are multiple movies and videos to watch during the semester. These will be 

posted on D2L. I will post movies on D2L or post the link to access them online. Movies are 

to be taken as seriously as the readings! 

 

Class Environment: Over the course of this semester we will deal with many controversial 

issues, which will mean that very likely, as a class, we will differ in our perspectives on these 

issues. However, I expect everyone to treat each other with respect and allow for differing 

opinions. It is entirely appropriate to disagree with ideas but it is not appropriate to personally 

attack those with whom you disagree. A respectful online classroom environment will facilitate 

more lively discussions and in turn result in a richer learning experience for all of us. I also 

expect you to use the tools learned in this course (especially the sociological imagination) in 

analyzing the issues we deal with, rather than just stating opinions. 
• You can expect me to: 

o Treat you with respect 

o Treat you fairly 

o Provide prompt feedback on your work for the class 

o Be available over email and skype 

o Respond reasonably quickly to emails (I try to maintain a 24hour turn-around time, except for on 

weekends) 

o Challenge you to grow academically and to support you in doing so 

• I will expect you to: 

o Treat me and your fellow students with respect 

o Carefully complete your readings, discussions, assignments, and thoroughly prepare for quizzes 

 and tests 

o Actively participate in and meaningfully contribute to this course 

o Plan ahead and ask questions/bring up issues in finding assignments and D2L readings early on 

o Follow the writing expectations provided for your assignments  

o To invest time in the course 

o Be open to new ideas 

o To follow the expectations of this syllabus and raise any concerns about it to me during the first 

 week of class (via email or during my office hours) 

o Regularly check D2L and your student email account for updates and reminders 

 

Workload: This is a very short 5-week semester, and the course content is the same as it would 

be for a full Fall/Spring semester since it is worth the same amount of credit hours. As such, you 

should expect to be working for this class every single day of the term. I tell you this so that you 

can expect that this course will be rigorous. I want each of you to succeed in this course and 

enjoy it too! So, please be sure that you budget your times wisely. 

 

Submission, Late Work, and Plagiarism Policies: The class is not self-paced, and all work 

needs to be done in the required time frame. All assignments are due by the date and time they 

are listed to be due on your syllabus and/or course schedule. Late work will not be accepted 

unless due to severe emergencies. In those rare cases, I expect you to notify me ideally before the 

assignment is due or within one day of the due date and to provide valid documentation. I do not 

accept assignments via email. All assignments need to be submitted through the Dropbox 
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function of D2L. Assignments submitted to D2L will be subject to plagiarism detection software 

via turnitin.com. Please make yourself aware of CU’s honor code and plagiarism rules. 

Plagiarism, of any form, will not be tolerated in this class is grounds for automatic course failure. 

 

Grading Criteria: Your final grade will consist of the following assignments and assessments 

(see below for details):  

 

 
Students are responsible for keeping copies of all work they submit for grading, including exams, 

in case there are technical issues regarding their computer, Internet connection, or course 

software.  
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Course Syllabus Grades will be determined based on this general rubric.  

 
 

Final course grades will be assigned in the following way: 

 
 

SYLLABUS QUIZ: Once you read and review the syllabus, take this 5-question quiz. This quiz 

is available on the first day of class, and is due Wednesday, June 12 @ 5pm. You will have 30 

minutes to take this quiz. 

 

QUIZZES: 

o On quiz days, the quizzes will be open from 9am until 11pm. The quizzes consist of 10-20 

multiple-choice questions and will cover concepts from the unit’s readings, lectures, and 

films. Once you open a quiz, you will have 45 minutes to complete the quiz. There are a total 
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of 8 substantive quizzes, and your lowest quiz grade will be dropped. Your highest 7 quiz 

grades will be averaged for your final course quiz score. 

o Quiz days (also listed in the course schedule): 

o Quiz 1: Environmental Problems & Society 

▪ Tuesday, July 11 

o Quiz 2: Consumption & Materialism and Money & Machines 

▪ Friday, July 14 

o Quiz 3: Population & Environment and Bodies and Health & Contested Illnesses 

▪ Tuesday, July 18 

o Quiz 4: Environmental Justice/Inequalities, and Environmental Problems, Nature & 

Ideology 

▪ Friday, July 21 

o Quiz 5: Climate Change & Denial and Agriculture & Food 

▪ Wednesday, July 26 

o Quiz 6: Constructionism and Risk 

▪ Friday, July 28 

o Quiz 7: Hazards & Disasters and Mobilizing the Ecological Society 

▪ Tuesday, August 1 

o Quiz 8: Critiques & Alternatives to Capitalism, Consumerism, and Growth 

▪ Friday, August 4 

 

ONLINE DISCUSSIONS:  
• Every week, a cluster of you will be designated as “DISCUSSION LEADERS”. The  

discussion leaders are responsible for starting discussion threads related to current events 

whereby you describe/summarize a current event that relates to the week’s course content. 

Your classmates will respond to your discussions, and you will ALL engage each other in an 

analysis of said event as it relates to the course content and concepts. As a leader – in your 

initial post, you must include the link to the online article/video, which you reference as your 

primary source. Each student is required to participate in the discussions by responding to, 

reflecting on, questioning, and challenging their classmates; discussion leaders are required 

to participate in the discussions (not just start them).   

• You should be making multiple posts for each discussion. Those who post only once or at the 

last minute (just before the discussion closes) will be penalized accordingly. Remember, 

these are discussions, not just everyone posting their response to the material. Think about 

what others have written before responding. Again, It is also helpful to not wait until the last 

few hours to post your thoughts.   

• Grades: Your contributions to the discussion will be graded both on content, relevancy, 

grammar, and accuracy. For each discussion you will receive either 100%, 80%, or 50% 

point(s) based on the following criteria:   

o 100%: Your contribution to discussion directly relates to course material either from 

lecture, the readings, or videos. You do more than just restate a fact or idea presented 

in the course material. Most importantly, your comment insightfully responds to the 

points made in the discussion leader’s thread. For contributions following other 

students’ comments, your comment directly responds to another student’s comment 

while remaining relevant to the original question. You have demonstrated that you 
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have listened to, read, and thought about the course material as well as the primary 

source listed in the discussion topic thread (current event).  

o 80%: Your contribution relates to the course material however may be partially 

inaccurate, or unrelated to the initial prompt. If your citation of course material is 

accurate, it may simply restate a basic or obvious idea from the text or lecture without 

adding anything new. You may receive this grade if you do not fully address the 

discussion leader’s prompt, or do so in a way that is not based in the course material. 

You demonstrate that you have listened to and read at least some of the course 

material.  

o 50%: Your contribution lacks thought or effort. You do not provide a contribution 

related to any of the course material and/or current event, nor do you respond to other 

student’s comments. You will receive this grade if your contribution is not fully 

thought out, is unclear, or full of grammatical errors. You will also receive this score 

(or lower) if your comment is in any way disrespectful to other student’s 

contributions.  

• DISCUSSION SCHEDULE: The discussion leader schedule will be posted to the D2L 

news items before the class begins. Discussions go live on Mondays at 9am. Discussion 

leaders are required to post a current event thread by Tuesday @ noon. Discussions close 

each week @ 5pm on Friday (except for: Discussion 1 begins on Tuesday, and leaders should 

post by Wednesday @ noon; Discussion 5 closes one day earlier so that you can focus on the 

final exam on the last day of class, so please keep this in mind!) 

• DISCUSSION TOPICS: The discussion topics listed below correspond with the units that 

are covered for each week. Obviously, I do not expect the discussion leaders to have 

finished the entire weeks materials by Tuesday each week. That said, the discussions 

should evolve to reference the different topics for the weeks. Use the concepts you are 

learning each day to contribute to the discussions and apply your knowledge of the course 

materials to the current events that your discussion leaders present. 

o Discussion 1 Topic: Environmental Problems & Society; Consumption & 

Materialism; Money & Machines  

o Discussion 2 Topic: Population & Environment; Bodies, Health, and Contested 

Illnesses; Sociology of Environmental Justice & Inequalities and/or Environmental 

Problems, Nature, and Ideology 

o Discussion 3 Topic: Climate Change & Denial and/or Agriculture & Food; 

Constructionism & Risk 

o Discussion 4 Topic: Hazards & Disasters / Mobilizing the Ecological Society; 

Critiques & Alternatives to Capitalism, Consumerism, and Growth 

o Discussion 5 Topic: Governing the Ecological Society and/or How to Change Minds  

 

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS: 

• Writing Assignment 1: Waste or Consumption Audit. Try going a full 24-hour day without 

buying anything, or, alternately, without throwing anything away. Write a 2-3 page reflection 

on the experience.  

o The prompt and guidelines are posted in a document called “Writing Assignment 1 

Guidelines” in course content  

o This assignment is due on Monday, July 24 @ 11pm 
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• Writing Assignment 2: Book or movie review. Choose a book OR movie from the list in the 

prompt and after thoroughly watching/reading it, write a 2-3 page review. It is your 

responsibility to acquire/find the movie or book and ensure that you will have it in your 

possession long enough to write about it. Be sure to take a look at this prompt early in the 

semester so that you can get a copy of the book/movie that you are reviewing in time to 

read/watch it and write a thorough analysis!  

o The prompt and guidelines are posted in a document called “Writing Assignment 2 

Guidelines” in course content  

o This assignment is due on Wednesday, August 9 @ 11pm 

 

FINAL EXAM:  

• There is only one exam for this course. There will be a series of 6 short answer questions of 

which you must answer 4. Each answer should be roughly 250-300 words. You will have 90 

minutes to take this exam. The exam will be available on Friday August 11 from 9am – 

11pm. 

 

UNIVERSITY POLICIES: REDACTED FOR ONLINE 

 

Course Schedule: Please understand that this course schedule is subject to change. Notification 

of any changes will be made via your official CU Boulder email account and D2L news items. It 

is the student’s responsibility to stay up to date on schedule changes.  
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WEEK 1 (July 10 – July 14): 

 

TOPIC: Course Introduction & Environmental Problems & Society  
Tuesday: July 11: 

• MODULE 1: 

o Lecture 1 – Course Introduction; What is “Environment?” 
o Read: Gardner (95-98); Rich 

• MODULE 2: 

o Read: Bell Ch. 1 
o Lecture 2 – What is Environmental Sociology?  

QUIZ 1: Environmental Problems & Society: due Tuesday, July 11 @ 11pm 
 

TOPIC: Consumption & Materialism  
Wednesday: July 12 

• MODULE 1: 

o Read: Bell Ch. 2 
o Watch: “The Story of Stuff” 

o Lecture 3 – Consumption & Materialism 

• MODULE 2: 
o Read: Schor 

o Watch: “The Century of Self” 
o Lecture 4 – Consumption & Materialism contd.  

SYLLABUS QUIZ: Due Wednesday, July 12 @ 11pm 
 

TOPIC: Money & Machines  
Thursday: July 13  
• MODULE 1: 

o Read: Bell Ch. 3 

o Watch: Professor Al Bartlett’s Exponential Lecture 

o Lecture 5 – Treadmills & Ecological Modernization 

Friday: July 14 

• MODULE 2: 
o Read: Turrentine; Mander; Mander 
o Lecture 6 – Ecological Modernization & Technology  

QUIZ 2: Consumption & Materialism and Money & Machines: due Friday, July 14 @ 

11pm 

 

DISCUSSION 1: Closes on Friday, June 11 @ 5pm 
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WEEK 2 (July 17 – July 21) 

 

Topic: Population & Environment  
Monday: July 17 

• MODULE 1: 

o Read: Bell Ch. 4; Hardin; Levine 
o Watch: “Mother: Caring for 7 Billion” 

o Lecture 7 – Population & Environment  
TOPIC: Bodies and Health & Contested Illnesses 

Tuesday: July 18  
• MODULE 1: 

o Read: Bell Ch. 5 up to pp. 137; Brown 
o Lecture 8 - Introduction to the “Invironment” 

• MODULE 2: 
o Read: Hofrichter; King Ch. 7 (Bryson et al.) 
o Lecture 9 – “Invironment” contd.  

QUIZ 3: Population & Environment and Bodies and Health & Contested Illnesses: due 

Tuesday, July 18th @ 11pm 
 
TOPIC: The Sociology of Environmental Justice & Inequalities  
Wednesday: July 19 

• MODULE 1: 

o Read: Bell Ch. 5 pp. 137-145; Pulido 
o Lecture 10 – Environmental Justice, Racism, and Privilege 

• MODULE 2: 

o Read: Bullard; Cable 
o Watch: “Living Downstream” 

o Lecture 11 – Environmental Justice contd.  
TOPIC: Environmental Problems, Nature, & Ideology  
Thursday: July 20 

• MODULE 1: 
o Read: Bell Ch. 6 pp. 149-156 & 162-168 
o Lecture 12 – Environmental Domination  

Friday: July 21  
• MODULE 2: 

o Read: Bell Ch. 7 
o Lecture 13 – Environmental Concern  

QUIZ 4: Environmental Justice/Inequalities, and Environmental Problems, Nature &  
Ideology: due Friday, July 21 @ 11pm 
 

DISCUSSION 2: Closes Friday, July 21 @ 5pm 

 

* Do not forget that Writing Assignment #1 is due on Monday, July 24! 
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WEEK 3 (July 24 – 28) 

 

TOPIC: Climate Change & Denial 

Monday: July 24 

• MODULE 1: 
o Lecture 14 – Climate Change & the Social Construction of Knowledge  

o Read: Climate Literacy; Shiva; Boykoff 
o Watch: “Climate Refugees”  

WRITING ASSIGNMENT #1: due Monday, July 24 @ 11pm 
 

TOPIC: Agriculture & Food  
Tuesday: July 25 

• MODULE 1: 

o Read: Beardworth; Walsh  
o Watch: “Food Inc.” 

o Lecture 15 – Case Study: The Coalition of Immokalee Workers 
o Optional Film: “Food Chains” (available on Netflix streaming)  

Wednesday: July 26  
• MODULE 2: 

o Read: Shiva; Fishman 
o Lecture 16 – Agriculture & Food: Guest Lecture  

QUIZ 5: Climate Change & Denial and Agriculture & Food: due Wednesday, July 26 @ 

11pm 
 
TOPIC: Constructionism & Risk  
Thursday: July 27 

• MODULE 1: 
o Read: Bell Ch. 8; Cronon 

o Lecture 17 – The Human Nature of Nature  
Friday: July 28 

• MODULE 2: 
o Read: Bell Ch. 9 pp. 227-229; Tierney; King Ch. 13 (Ritchie et al.) 
o Lecture 18 – Introduction to Risk & Disasters 

QUIZ 6: Constructionism & Risk: due Friday, July 28 @ 11pm 
 

DISCUSSION 3: Closes Friday, July 28 @ 5pm 
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WEEK 4 (July 31 – August 4) 

 

TOPIC: Hazards & Disasters  
MONDAY: July 31 

• MODULE 1: 
o Read: Rodriguez et al. 

o Lecture 19 – Case Study: Disaster Recovery – 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami 
 

TOPIC: Mobilizing the Ecological Society  
TUESDAY: August 1  
• MODULE 2: 

o Read: Bell Ch. 10; King Ch. 20 (Maniates) 

o Lecture 20 – Mobilizing the Ecological Society  
QUIZ 7: Hazards & Disasters and Mobilizing the Ecological Society: Tuesday, August 1 @ 

11pm 
 
TOPIC: Critiques & Alternatives to Capitalism, Consumerism, and Growth  
WEDNESDAY: August 2  
• MODULE 1: 

o Read: Kimeldorf; Helburn 

o Watch: “Everything is Amazing and Nobody is Happy” 

o Lecture 21 – Happiness  
THURSDAY: August 3  
• MODULE 2: 

o Read: Latouche; Schor; Elgin 
o Lecture 22 – Alternatives to Capitalism  

FRIDAY: August 4  
• NO NEW MATERIAL 

o I suggest using this time to catch up on studying for the final exam, and working on 

your second writing assignment  
QUIZ 8: Critiques & Alternatives to Capitalism, Consumerism, and Growth due:  
Friday, August 4 @ 11pm 
 

DISCUSSION 4: Closes Friday, August 4 @ 5pm 
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WEEK 5 (August 7 – 11) 

 

TOPIC: Governing the Ecological Society  
MONDAY: August 7 

• MODULE 1: 
o Read: Bell Ch. 11 

o Lecture 23 – Governing the Ecological Society  
o Watch: “Who killed the electric car?” 

 
TOPIC: How to Change Minds  
TUESDAY: August 8  
• MODULE 1: 

o Read: Rogers; King Ch. 23 (Glazer & Glazer) 

o Lecture 24 – How to Change Minds  
* There is no quiz on these last two topics, but they are included on the final exam!  
 

WEDNESDAY: August 9  
• NO NEW MATERIAL 

WRITING ASSIGNMENT #2: due Wednesday, August 9 @ 11pm 

THURSDAY: August 10  
• NO NEW MATERIAL  
DISCUSSION 5: Closes Thursday, August 10 @ 5pm 

FRIDAY: August 11  
FINAL EXAM will be available on Friday, August 11 from 9am – 11pm. 

 


